





J oel was offered the newborn hearing
screening test on the day he was born.
he failed it twice. i knew instinctively
something wasn'’t right, no matter how many
times the nurse reassured me it could be
just fluid build up. joel was then tested
again at 6 weeks old by the Audiology
department of the hospital where it was
confirmed that he has a permanent hearing
loss. to say we were devastated was an
understatement. it was an awful shock. i’d
had a perfect pregnancy and we had no
history of deafness in the family so it was
really unexpected.

He had his little hearing aids fitted at 9
weeks old and it was only then that reality
setin. |think | cried every day for a month.
| was so upset and embarrassed for Joel in
the first weeks that | used to take his
hearing aids out when we went out in public
for fear of people staring at him. | felt so
sad for Joel and | worried about his future.

We were then told of The Elizabeth
Foundation by the Audiology department
and we received a lovely letter from them
introducing themselves and inviting us to go
and see them. | felt so alone at that time
that | thought it would be a really good idea
to meet people who deal with deafness
every day. | also thought that they would be
able to teach Joel how to talk and listen
properly.

Joel and | have been attending The
Elizabeth Foundation for over a year now.
We go once a week for an hour long session
and Joel loves it. The teachers of the deaf
are lovely and they almost feel like family
now! Joel gets excited when he sees the
front door of the building! They

teach Joel how to listen through play and
each week they do different activities to
teach him different sounds. | have also

picked up lots of tips and advice from them
for when Joel and | play at home. Hopefully
when he gets a little bit older he will be able
to go to their nursery and play with other
children with a hearing loss.

The great thing about The Elizabeth
Foundation is that you no longer feel like
you are going it alone and dealing with
things on your own. They are there to
support you and your child and you realise
in the end that a hearing loss isn't really a
big deal. It doesn’t change who your child
is. It doesn’t make them any different from
any other child. Joel is 14 months old now
and he is the most amazing little boy. He is
developing in line with any other hearing
child and he has just started to talk. He
says mama, daddy, grandma and grandad.
‘Get down’ and ‘all gone’ are his favourite
phrases to say at the moment! He is very
cheeky and very charming! He runs
everywhere at top speed and he loves to
throw himself off the sofa into his toy box!
He is always covered in bruises (a typical
little boy!) I am sure he wants to be a stunt
man when he grows up!

Everybody adores him and now, rather than
being sad and embarrassed for Joel | am so
very proud of him and | don’t care who sees
his hearing aids. Infact, people often ask me
about his hearing loss when we are out and
rather than being upset about it, | proudly
tell them all about how well he is doing
learning to talk and listen.

Joel is such a special, amazing little boy that
when | think back to my feelings and
thoughts of desperation and sadness for
him in those first few months it was clear
that | had no idea about hearing loss.
Through the help and support offered by
The Elizabeth Foundation and the Audiology
department | have learned so much about
deafness and | have come to realise that
just because you have a hearing loss it
doesn’t change who you are. If Joel had
been born with perfect hearing he would still
be exactly the same little boy who is sitting
on my knee in front of me today messing
with the computer. Same laugh, same
beautiful eyes, same golden hair, same
funny walk...its just that he just happens to
have two tiny pink aids peeping out from
behind his curls.

What the professionals say about The Elizabeth Foundation, West Yorkshire

The provision is outstanding in helping children make a positive contribution.......high value is given to the
different backgrounds from which children come. Exemplary levels of support are given to children with
English as an additional language..... Superb attention is paid to ensure that children’s progress is not

hampered.

Partnership with parents and carers is outstanding. The staff dedicate themselves to working closely with
parents and sharing expertise with them, in order that the work they do is continued at home

Parents have the highest regard for the work done by the staff and speak of the immense support and

confidence that the staff have given them

- OFSTED

The Elizabeth

Foundation
in Yorkshire

“ After first meeting at
The Elizabeth Foundation,
we were amazed to see
that they shared the same
goals as us. We were
over-whelmed with the
services and support
they offered for the
parents as well as the
children. We had no idea
that such a place, or
people existed. For the
first time it felt as though
someone else felt our
pain. Our little boy, whom
we feared would never be
able to talk, is now saying
things we thought we
would never hear

him say”

“I can’t speak highly
enough of The Elizabeth
Foundation. It has been a
special time in my daugh-
ters life, during which she
has met some special
friends. I feel that without
the hard work and sup-
port from The Elizabeth
Foundation she would not
be where she is today — a
happy, confident 4 year
old who is able to mix
with friends, has good
social skills and is able to
be understood by a com-
plete stranger which,
when she was first diag-
nosed, in my mind was
out of the question. She
certainly has had a good
start to her education and
when | compare her to a
normal hearing child of
the same age she is up
there with the rest of
them”

and talk. We provide a range of services and support to young deaf babies and children and their families



The cost of excellence
...can you help?

WE NEED TO RAISE £130,000 A YEAR TO KEEP OUR
YORKSHIRE CENTRE OPEN
Your welcome donations will help towards:

Keeping the Children Safe
Security and Maintenance

Our books toys and equipment

Keeping Warm and Bright — Heat Light and Power
Keeping in touch - Telephone, Post and Email

Cleaning Up - The Environment and Hygiene

Being the very best — Ofsted and other quality standards

The Rent and Utilities for Prospect Cottage
Our Specialist Teachers and Nursery Staff
Hiring our Mini Bus, Photos and Videos
Our Radio Aids and Hearing Aid Equipment

* Making sure people know about us: Promoting and Advertising

How you can help raise funds

H ere are lots of ideas of how you can
help raise funds for The Elizabeth
Foundation in Yorkshire. We need to raise
£130,000 a year to be able to continue our
unique satellite services for deaf children
and their parents in Yorkshire. With your
help, we can achieve this! Please let us
know your fundraising plans by getting in
touch with our Centre Manager,

Margaret Southern, on 01274 382282

or email:
margaret.southern@elizabeth-foundation.org.
Margaret can send you sponsor forms, a
t-shirt for your fundraising, and offer general
advice with ways to maximise your
fundraising:-

* Donations and sales

* Fund Raising Events

Donations and Gift Aid:

It is now possible to make a donation online,
using our Just Giving web page:
www.justgiving.com/elizabethfoundation/
donate/

Payroll Giving:

Is a simple, tax effective way to give to
charity from your pay. Because your
donation is deducted from your pay before
your income tax is calculated, you get tax

relief straight away at your highest rate of
tax. Ask your employer's payroll department
if they offer a Payroll Giving scheme, and
ask them for a form to complete.

200 Members' Club:

200 Members each pay £10 a month, for
inclusion in our Monthly Draw for £200. In
March, the Draw is for £7,000 cash and a
further draw is made for £2,000 each
November. Please ask for an application
form asking to join the 200 Club, and you
could be a winner soon!

Collecting tins:

Would your local pub, shop or workplace be
willing to have one of our collecting tins?
Please contact us, and we will arrange to
have an official collecting tin ready for you to
pick up from our centre.

Participation in Sponsored Events:

We have been very fortunate to receive
wonderful donations from individuals who
have taken part in a sponsorship event on
behalf of The Elizabeth Foundation. The
Bradford 10k, The Great North Run, 3
Peaks Challenge, Sponsored Swims and
Slims, they all help to ease with collecting
sponsorship.

Diamond Geezers
raise over £25,000!
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foundation

ur thanks to the Diamond Geezers team

for completing the National Three Peaks
Challenge in 24 hours on 26th September
2009 in aid of The Elizabeth Foundation,
Bradford. Their drive and motivation to raise
so much money to help keep The Elizabeth
Foundation, Yorkshire open is greatly
appreciated by the children, their families
and all the staff. Over £25,000 was raised!
Further fundraising challenges are being
planned by the Diamond Geezers team for
2010....watch this space!"

The rewards of
working with The
Elizabeth Foundation
Yorkshire

o0 two days are the same for me at The
Elizabeth Foundation!

Anything can happen and it often does. We
are such a small team that we are called on
to do anything and everything. | sometimes
feel that as | go upstairs to answer the
phone | am meeting myself coming down to
greet the next family. But | would not have it
any other way!

My reward for working here, are the
families. It is a privilege to work with them.
Each family | have come to know has
helped me to become a better teacher and |
would like to think, a better person. Every
parent, when they are told the devastating
news that their child is deaf, makes a wish
that the deafness will go away and to feel
“normal” again. These parents have learnt
that for a wish to come true you have to
make it happen and it takes hard work and
commitment and that is what they are doing
every day with their child.

At the announcement of our closure last
March the parents’ response to the news
was “What can we do, we cannot let the
Centre close?” To see the enormous effort
of everyone working together was
wonderful. They know what The Elizabeth
Foundation means to them and will
continue to support us. Due to the parents
efforts, the next generation of families will
benefit from our services now that we are
able to stay open.

What could be more rewarding than that?
Margaret Southern

Yorkshire Family Centre, 27 Smith Lane, Bradford BD9 5HL - Tel: 01274 382282
The Elizabeth Foundation, Southwick Hill Road, Cosham, Hants PO6 3LL - Tel: 023 9237 2735 + www.elizabeth-foundation.org
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